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 “Money Matters” 
Principles of Financial Stewardship  
As believers in Christ, we must recognize that one of the Lord’s greatest tools in our life to mold and shape us into His image is our finances and perspective of money!  We must not fear talking about money or looking at a Biblical view of money as these are great avenues for us to grow and be more like Christ!  Please take each one of these principles to heart – asking the Lord to meet you, encourage you, and help you to fall more in love with Him through these scriptures.
Our View of Money is a Heart Issue

Matt. 6:19-21  “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  "But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;  for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
· There is a close link between our hearts and our money.  God does not need our money – He does not need anything.  It is always an issue of our hearts and one of the greatest ways the Lord gets to our hearts is through our pocketbook.
· If someone were to look at your checkbook/receipts, what would they say is your treasure?  How do your own personal finances reveal what you value?  
Eternal Perspective:  Our finances should reflect the reality of eternity!

Col. 3:1-2 “Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth”
2 Cor. 4:18 “while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.”

Phil. 3:20-21 “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;”

· As we fixate on eternity (“setting our mind on things above”), Christ transforms us - our longing, our desires – to give us an eternal perspective!

· How much of your investment of time and resources is spent on surviving this life and making this life more comfortable as opposed to building the eternal Kingdom of Christ?

· How much time do you spend thinking about heaven and eternal things?  What things are going to be important to you 5 minutes into eternity?
The Love of Money Destroys Many Lives
1 Tim. 6:9-10  “But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.  For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.” 
· Money is amoral – what we do with it and our perspective of it determines if it used for good or evil.  
· Giving is a great antidote to materialism.
1 Tim, 6:17  “Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.”
· Are you content with what the Lord has provided for you or do you long for more?
· How would you know if you were loving money?
· Do you buy things that you do not have the money for? (going into debt over purchases)
Prov. 22:7  “The rich rules over the poor, And the borrower becomes the lender's slave.”
· Being in dept is bondage.  Seek to avoid debt at all costs! (Some would say that debt incurred to buy a house is good debt as long as you can comfortably afford the mortgage payments)

· Do not spend more than you make?  Live within your means!
· Seek to retire all consumer debt as quickly as possible!  Be freed from the bondage!  (see steps to get out of debt at the end of this resource)
Be Content In the Lord and With What He Has Given Us
1 Tim. 6:6-9 “But godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by contentment. For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either. If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content. But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.”
Philippians 4:11-13 “Not that I speak from want, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am. I know how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need. I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.”
· God calls us to contentment regardless of our financial situation!  

J.H. Jowett  "The real measure of our wealth is how much we would be worth if we lost all our money."   Earthly riches or the lack of them has nothing to do with real wealth. The only treasure that matters is the treasure you lay up in heaven (Luke 12:34).

· Would you feel more secure knowing you are completely dependent on God who is sovereign, in control, and loves you or if you have a healthy savings account?
Proverbs 11:28 “He who trusts in his riches will fall, But the righteous will flourish like the green leaf.” 

Luke 12:16-20 “And He told them a parable, saying, "The land of a rich man was very productive.  "And he began reasoning to himself, saying, 'What shall I do, since I have no place to store my crops?' "Then he said, 'This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.  'And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry."' "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?' "So is the man who stores up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God." 
· You can never trust in the amount of money you have!  The only thing we can ultimately trust in is God!

· Why is often easier to trust in our money rather than God?
Your Money is Not Your Money
Psalm 24:1 — “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.”
Job 41:11 – “Who has given to Me that I should repay him?  Whatever is under the whole heaven is Mine”
· God owns everything; we are simply His money managers!
· Your money belongs to the Lord – you are simply a steward of what He has entrusted to you!
· How does this reality change the way you look at your finances?
Our Giving Should Be in Response to the Gospel
Romans 12:1-2  “Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.”

2 Cor. 5:15 “…and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf.
· Your giving should be preceded by the giving of yourself to the Lord.
· Our giving a response to what God has done in our lives.  Our giving never changes our right standing with the Lord, it is a reflection of our understanding that our lives are no longer our own but His who died for us!

· How does our giving reflect in a tangible way your worshipful heart?
David Livingston - “I will place no value on anything I have or possess except in relation to the Kingdom of Christ.  If anything I have will advance the Kingdom, it shall be given or kept whichever will best promote the glory  of Him to whom I owe all my hopes, both for time and eternity.”
John S. Bonnell  “It is an anomaly of modern life that many find giving to be a burden.  Such persons have omitted a preliminary giving.  If one first gives himself to the Lord, all other giving is easy.”

John Calvin said “Where riches hold the dominion of the heart, God has lost His authority.”
Mt. 6:24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and wealth.”

· Who is your master?
Our Giving Should Be “Off the Top” – Not What is Left Over
Prov. 3:9 “Honor the LORD from your wealth, And from the first of all your produce”

· When God provides money, give off the top of what comes in, not what is left over
· When you work you budget, first decide what you believe the Lord is leading you to give, then fit the rest of your expenses in.

 Luke 12:29-32  "And do not seek what you will eat and what you will drink, and do not keep worrying. "For all these things the nations of the world eagerly seek; but your Father knows that you need these things. "But seek His kingdom, and these things will be added to you. "Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to give you the kingdom.”
· This verse seems to go against “conventional wisdom.”  Why would God call us to seek His Kingdom first before taking care of the basic necessities of life – food and drink?  What is God’s promise to us in this passage?
· How does this verse impact our priorities and our finances?

Randy Alcorn - “God doesn’t give us raises so we can increase our standard of living, but rather our

standard of giving.”
Our Giving Should Be Sacrificial
Mark 12:41-44 “And He sat down opposite the treasury, and began observing how the people were putting money into the treasury; and many rich people were putting in large sums.  A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which amount to a cent. Calling His disciples to Him, He said to them, "Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the contributors to the treasury; for they all put in out of their surplus, but she, out of her poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to live on." 

· The poor woman gave all she had – not what was left over.

· How does giving to the point it hurts (which puts us in a place of living in faith) help us grow in our relationship with the Lord?

2 Cor. 8:1-5  “Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of God which has been given in the churches of Macedonia, that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their liberality. For I testify that according to their ability, and beyond their ability, they gave of their own accord, begging us with much urging for the favor of participation in the support of the saints, and this, not as we had expected, but they first gave themselves to the Lord and to us by the will of God.”
· The Macedonians were poor and going through hardship.  What was their perspective of giving?

· Many feel that giving is more of an obligation than a joy.  How does this verse encourage us with the right perspective of giving?  
2 Cor. 9:6  “Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.” 

· How does this verse encourage us to be faithful and sacrificial in our giving?  
Your Giving Should Be Cheerful, With an Attitude of Thanks
2 Cor. 9:7  “Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver,”

· Our attitude in giving should be joyful because what we are giving to, not because we must!
· What attitudes lead to the wrong motivation of giving?

1 Chron. 29:11-14  "Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, indeed everything that is in the heavens and the earth; Yours is the dominion, O LORD, and You exalt Yourself as head over all. "Both riches and honor come from You, and You rule over all, and in Your hand is power and might; and it lies in Your hand to make great and to strengthen everyone. "Now therefore, our God, we thank You, and praise Your glorious name. "But who am I and who are my people that we should be able to offer as generously as this? For all things come from You, and from Your hand we have given You.
· Our giving is an act of worship!

· What was David’s perspective of money?  What kind of attitude did He have about supporting the Lord’s work of building the temple?

1 Cor. 16:1-2  “Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the churches of Galatia, so do you also. On the first day of every week each one of you is to put aside and save, as he may prosper, so that no collections be made when I come.” 

· Our giving should be regular and proportionate to God’s blessing in our life!
· It is not about equal giving by each person – but equal sacrifice based on what the Lord has entrusted to you.
1 Tim. 5:17-18  “The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, "YOU SHALL NOT MUZZLE THE OX WHILE HE IS THRESHING," and "The laborer is worthy of his wages."

· Book of Acts lays out the purpose of the local church to go into all the Nations with the Gospel and establish local bodies as way to equip and send out believers to reach more with the Gospel.

· Prioritize our giving toward the local church we are part of and provide for the needs of the body.
Getting Out of Debt

Proverbs 22:3 “The prudent sees the evil and hides himself, but the naïve go on, and are punished for it.”

The following are steps that anyone can take to get out of debt and to stay out of debt.

1. Prayer and honest acknowledgement of problem – wrong thinking – lack of contentment – wrong perspective on things – wanted something did not have money – confess heart motive – repent.

2. Give to God first. The first fruits of all that He gives us (Prov. 3:9-10) - the give from our gross income—must be our first commitment. 
· Transfer all ownership of your money to God (Psalm 24:1) – now just a steward and know giving helps keep your perspective here.  In prayer, transfer ownership of each and every possession to God. That means money, job, time, material possessions, family, education, and earning potential for the future.
· Some say – “I can’t afford to give” … when in debt – “I can’t afford NOT to give”  Living in faith, and having right priorities are key for getting out of debt and staying out of debt
3. Stop all forms of borrowing. 

4. Develop a balanced, even bare bones budget – tighten belt. 

· may need to get tool to help – putting down income – expenses – budget how much to spend on gas, entertainment – go by it – realize if don’t stick to it – some other area has got to give!

5. Work out a pay-back plan with your creditors. In bondage to debtor – aggressively pay back – goal get that done – may be limiting to what you can do – got to be primary goal

6. Learn to trust God. God knows what you need before you ask, so begin to trust Him for the things you need but can’t afford. Do not charge to get them; wait for God’s provision.

7. Exercise self-discipline as a lifestyle. Curb impulses to buy.  (Mall Syndrome)  If it is not budgeted, don’t buy it.

8. Seek wise counsel. Many people need assistance in establishing and maintaining a budget and working with creditors. 

9. Rely on God’s Word. Make all financial decisions based on the principles of God’s Word, not on the world’s financial principles and conventional financial wisdom.
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